|/CAN

who is attending

immediate start vacancies
job fair
jobs vs careers

schedule
Nnetwork
research in advance

ize

t

priofi

This material is designed as supplementary reading material for New Arrivals from Ireland.

New Arrivals have a broad range of qualifications, knowledge and experience in many functional
disciplines. Certain guidelines may fit your profile, others may not. Ultimately, it is your choice to select
those that align to your situation and design your activities in a way that best represent you in the
marketplace. Note that employment processes in Canada may be different than what you have
experienced in the past.

Acknowledgements: This guide has been developed by Rhonda McDowell, I/CAN Career Resources with
contribution from Sarah O’Gorman, I/CAN Social Care Advisor.




HIGHLIGHTED JOB (AND CAREER) FAIRS IN CANADA

To help you get started, check out the list of Job Fairs by City, created April-May 2025. You will find
‘TIPS TO ENHANCE YOUR JOB FAIR EXPERIENCE’ in part two of this guide.

The listing and links are provided to get you started and give you ideas. This is not an exhaustive list of
Job Fairs in Canada. Research for additional Job Fairs and follow relevant organizers.

The term Career Fair, often used in education/training settings, is typically focused on career
exploration.

Calgary
Trades Pathways Forum for Newcomers - By Centre for Newcomers

An information session and job fair on construction and trades in Alberta, highlighting career
pathways for newcomers.

Date and time: *No new events at present - could be a good event source for trades people who are
newcomers in Alberta for career pathway guidance etc.*

Follow this organizer directly to stay informed on future events/support

Location: Centre for Newcomers, 565 36 Street Northeast ##125 Calgary, AB T2A 6K3

Link: Follow this organizer on Eventbrite to stay informed on future events
https://www.eventbrite.ca/d/canada--alberta/trades-pathways-forum-for-newcomers/

Job Fair 2025, in-person Calgary Downtown — organized by Calgary Newcomer Collective
members - ISC, TIES, CFN, CIWA

Host an in-person Job Fair with chance to meet 20+ employers, connect with hiring managers &
explore job opportunities. Go to Eventbrite for more information.

Date and Time: *No new events at present - could be a good event source for trades people who are
newcomers in Alberta for career pathway guidance etc.*

Location: Immigrant Services Calgary, 910 7 Avenue Southwest #1200 Calgary, AB T2P 3N8

Link : Follow this organizer on Eventbrite to stay informed of future events
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/job-fair-2025-in-person-calgary-downtown-tickets-
1267795172489?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

Calgary Career Fair and Training Expo Canada - Career Fair Canada

Get in front of hiring managers! Network and apply with Employer Exhibitors. Build meaningful
rapport. Dates and time: July 17™ September 24th, November 27 2025 10:00 AM-2:00 PM MDT

Location: BMO Centre at Stampede Park, 20 Roundup Way SE (Palomino Room), Calgary, T2G 2W1
Event date links:

July 17th: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/calgary-career-fair-and-training-expo-canada-july-17-2025-
tickets-995444069007?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

September 24th: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/calgary-career-fair-and-training-expo-canada-
september-24-2025-tickets-995445473207?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

November 27th: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/calgary-career-fair-and-training-expo-canada-
november-27-2025-tickets-995447429057?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

Calgary employment Bulletin — Alberta.ca

Sign up to receive the Employment Bulletin every Friday to get updates about upcoming career fairs
and events in Calgary and surrounding area.
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Link: https://www.alberta.ca/calgary-employment-bulletin

Vancouver

#HealthCareCareers - Virtual Job Networking Event #Vancouver — No Worker Left Behind
Dates and Time: July 16th and October 15th 4 - 6pm PDT

Links: July 16th: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/healthcarecareers-virtual-job-networking-event-
vancouver-tickets-12343440091597aff=ebdssbdestsearch

October 15th: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/healthcarecareers-virtual-job-networking-event-
vancouver-tickets-12343440191897aff=ebdssbdestsearch

Vancouver Career Fair and Training Expo Canada - Career Fair Canada

Get in front of hiring managers! Network and apply with Employer Exhibitors. Build meaningful
rapport.

Dates and time: June 12th, August 14th, October 28th 2025 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM PDT

Location: Pan Pacific Vancouver, 999 Canada Place #300 - Crystal Pavilion Ballroom, Vancouver, V6C 3B5
Links:

12th of June: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/vancouver-career-fair-and-training-expo-canada-june-12-
2025-tickets-995462875257?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

14th August: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/vancouver-career-fair-and-training-expo-canada-august-14-
2025-tickets-9954635272077aff=ebdssbdestsearch

October 28th: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/vancouver-career-fair-and-training-expo-canada-october-
28-2025-tickets-995464068827?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

Vancouver Career Fair - Career Fair Connection

Date and time: Tuesday, July 22 * 10am - 2pm PDT

Location: Vancouver Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 6L9

Link:
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/vancouver-career-fair-tickets-103972967946?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

Career Fair Canada

Help advance your career in the right direction! Get in front of hiring managers, and network and
apply to our recruiting exhibitors. Learn about exciting new career options and obtain valuable
information about how to earn the credentials and diplomas you need to get the job you want with
our training and career college exhibitors.

Happens annually.
Link: https://careerfaircanada.ca/events/vancouver-04-10-2025

Trades Pathways Forum for Newcomers - Centre for Newcomers

An information session and job fair on construction and trades in Vancouver, highlighting career
pathways for newcomers.

*No new events at present but could be a good event for trades people who are newcomers
in Vancouver for career pathway guidance etc.*
Follow this organizer directly to stay informed on future events/support
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Toronto

Healthcare Job Fair (Free admission)

The Healthcare Job Fair is Canada’s premier recruitment event for medical, nursing and allied health

employment opportunities both at home and abroad. As the only event of its kind in Eastern Canada

covering the major cities of Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal, highly skilled professionals have a chance
to meet face-to-face with some of the world’s leading healthcare employers.

Date and Time: Follow organizer directly on Eventbrite for upcoming events
Location: Toronto

Link: Eventbrite listing https://healthcarejobfair.com/events/job-fair-toronto-canada/
https://healthcarejobfair.com/events/

Healthcare and Social Work Career Fair 2025 (General Admission is free)

Join Healthcare and Social Work Career Fair 2025, 2nd Edition, at Toronto Metropolitan University
(380 Victoria Street, Toronto) on June 20-21, 2025. Explore diverse job opportunities in the rewarding
fields of healthcare and social work, and network with representatives from over 30 employers and
employment service agencies. With an anticipated attendance of over 500 professionals, this is a
prime opportunity to connect and advance your career.

Date and Time: June 20" and June 21% starting at 9am EDT

Location: Toronto Metropolitan University, 380 Victoria Street, Toronto, M5B 2K3 Canada

Link: For tickets visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/healthcare-and-social-work-career-fair-2025-
tickets-1310722629669aff=ebdssbdestsearch&keep tld=1

Visit www.hcswcareers.ca for more information

Job Fair Toronto (Free Admission) - Canada Job Expo

Whether you are a graduate, unemployed, new to Canada, a seasoned veteran looking to change
careers, or even a student new to the workforce

Date and time: May 14™, June 18% 2025 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM EDT
Location: Metro Hall — Toronto, 55 John Street (SE corner of King St. & John St.) Toronto, M5V 3C

Links:

May 14%: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/job-fair-toronto-may-14th-2025-free-admission- tickets-
11068266914297aff=ebdssbdestsearch

June 18™: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/job-fair-toronto-june-18th-2025-free-admission-tickets-
11068279050597aff=erellivmit

Toronto Career Fair and Training Expo Canada - Career Fair Canada

Get in front of hiring managers! Network and apply with Employer Exhibitors. Build meaningful
rapports

Date and time: May 29, 2025 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM EDT

Location: Metro Toronto Convention Centre, 255 Front Street West North Building

(Room 205) Toronto, ON M5V 2W6

Links:

May 29%": https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/toronto-career-fair-and-training-expo-canada-may-29-2025-
tickets-995457348727?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

October 2M: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/toronto-career-fair-and-training-expo-canada-october-2-
2025-tickets-995459103977?aff=erellivmlit
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Toronto Career Fair - Career Fair Connection

This career fair is a great recruitment event to connect with top employers in the areas of
Government, Sales, Retail, Education, Information Technology, Engineering, Healthcare, Financial
Services, Management, Manufacturing, Customer Service as well as other career paths. Professional
Dress and an updated resume are strongly recommended.

Date and time: July 21st - 9:30am - 3pm EDT

Location: Hilton Street Toronto, M5H 2L2

Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/toronto-career-fair-tickets-238798882887?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

#ConstructionHires Virtual Job Fair / Career Expo Event #Toronto - JobsOffice.org
*First Friday of every month*

Industries Hiring @ Wertual Job Fair: Advertising, Aerospace, Agriculture and Agribusiness, Air
pollution, Arms, Automotive, Broadcasting, Chemical, Computer, Construction, Creative, Defense,
Education, Electric power, Electronics, Energy, Entertainment, Fashion, Film, Financial services,
Fishing, Floral, Food, Healthcare, Horticulture, Hospitality, Industrial robot, Information, Insurance,
Internet, Leisure, Low technology, Machine tooling, Machining, Manufacturing, Market research, Mass
media, Mass production, Materials science, Meatpacking, Mining, Music, News media, Occupational
injury, Occupational noise, Qil shale, Petroleum, Pharmaceutical, Pricing, Professional services,
Publishing, Pulp and paper, Raw material, Real estate, Robber baron (industrialist), Semiconductor,
Services, Shipbuilding, Software, Sport, Steel, Telecommunications, Textile, Tobacco, Trade
association, Transport, Video game, Water, Wood, etc.

Date and Time: First Friday of the month - 11am - 2pm EDT
Location: Toronto (Virtual)

Link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/constructionhires-virtual-job-fair-career-expo-event-toronto-
tickets-131979842261?aff=ebdssbdestsearch

Across Canada Virtual Events

Virtual Career Fair for Individuals with Disabilities - Careers4Canada
Online Recruiting Event Where Jobseekers with Disabilities Meet & Connect with Employers

Date and Time: May 20th, August 15th, November 6th 2025, 11am - 3pm (Eastern Time)

Link: https://www.careers4canada.com/Fair/EventDetails?fairld=69bef0b3-1813-4122-b606-
b2b30114efe8

Diversity & Inclusion Virtual Career Fair — Careers4Canada

Online Recruiting Event Where Jobseekers Meet & Connect with Employers

Date and Time: August 14th, 2025, 11am - 3pm (Eastern Time)

Links:

May 22nd: https://www.careers4canada.com/Fair/EventDetails?fairld=a3476b10-2c4c-4d2c-b05d-
b2280175e55e

August 14th: https://www.careers4canada.com/Fair/EventDetails?fairld=af71c855-60c7-4147-91b5-
b22d0142c15c

November 6th: https://www.careers4canada.com/Fair/EventDetails?fairld=c2924df4-a649-493¢c-96d5-
b22f01490ff9
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PART TWO: TIPS TO ENHANCE YOUR JOB FAIR EXPERIENCE

Attending Job Fairs can be a great way to connect with employers who are actively recruiting and/or
promoting services aimed at supporting job seekers.

A job fair is a way to connect directly with multiple people/organizations of interest to you and the
industry that you are looking for work in. Some fairs will be tailored to a specific industry e.g.
healthcare, tourism, construction, others may have opportunities in multiple industries. Plus, some large
employers run their own exclusive Job Fair/Recruitment Drive e.g. Fairmont Hotels and Resorts.

Job Fairs provide job seekers with the opportunity to build rapport and place them directly in front of
employers. Employers/Exhibitors who attend job fairs want to have conversations, answer questions,
and exchange information. This is a valuable place for them to source applicants and network.

Remember: To get the most from a job fair you need to do more than show up on the day!
Be proactive Research Prioritize Prepare
Initiate conversations Ask questions Follow up and follow through
Useful Tip:

Recognize not all Job Fairs are created equally.

Do your own research to gauge how credible and useful it could be to you. The availability of
information in advance is one way to decide if it is right for you and if your expected outcomes are
realistic. Consider how well established the Job Fair is and how connected the organizer is to your
desired industry and ecosystem. Attending may result in you getting a job — great news! If it
doesn't then know showing up and doing your best can put you a step closer to securing
work/redirecting your attention.

Useful Tip: Be prepared, Research, Plan your time
Get the exhibitor-employer list in advance.

Next, create a ‘schedule’ for who you want to speak to and how you want to use your time there.

Bring your most recent Canadianized resume with you - some in hard copy format (not everyone will
want this) and a digital file you can easily retrieve at the Job Fair.

Recognize an exhibitor list may not be complete and changes happen. If an exhibitor/employer list
isn't available online or in your sign-up email, check directly with the organizer. Reach out and ask
—‘can you send me a list of exhibitors and organizations who will be attending?’ It is a common
request to ask for a list in advance or at a minimum have the organizer share some of the
companies who will be there. Some may have examples of open jobs you can find on the day — get
that too if available in advance!

Use this exhibitor/employer list to plan your day and decide in advance who you want to speak to.
Prioritize employers, starting with the most important and relevant to your job targets/qualifications.

Have baseline knowledge about employers of interest that you wish to speak to about opportunities
(e.g. review their website/online presence, your mutual connections)
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Bring your most recent resume with you - some in hard copy format and a digital file you can easily
retrieve at the Job Fair

Balance out scheduled steps alongside organic conversations and information gathering. To help
with this don’t overcommit. Yes, make the most of your time and set yourself up for success by
creating a ‘must speak to schedule’ but remember to set aside part of your day for unplanned
points of connection with employers and other Job Fair attendees

Job Fair duration may run beyond one day, go back if you don’t achieve all you wanted to on day 1.

When you arrive at an in-person Job Fair there is typically a welcome/information point. Go there
first, ask questions about the layout, visitor map, up to date list of employers and open vacancies,
also any scheduled talks or breakout activities that may be happening throughout the event. Same
applies to online Job Fair — the host should share how things will work, if not it is ok to ask

Remember to have breaks and take care — hydrate, eat, take stock of information already
gathered, things you still want to achieve at the Job Fair etc. Do something supportive e.g.
grounding or uplifting) afterwards.

Be open to having conversations. Attendees who may not seem directly relevant to your job targets
can still add value to your job hunt and settling in experience. Being curious creates space for you
to network, have organic conversations that you might not otherwise have and lean into the wealth
of expertise to be found at the Job Fair

Put forward your interest and fit for open positions

Follow up as agreed or as a benchmark within 1-2 days of the job fair

Remember: Conversations you have at a job fair could be the gateway to advancing through the
hiring process. You are creating a first impression with employers, recruiters, agencies that may
want to hire you or introduce you to prospective employers and peers.

Employers use various trusted methods to source suitable applicants. Some methods are formal and
structured; others may not be as structured as you are used to e.g. initial chats at a Job Fair!

Useful tips: Organizations can use job fairs as a recruitment drive for immediate start positions.

Have basic knowledge about employers of interest who are attending the Job Fair. Be prepared to
answer questions regarding what you know about the company/why you are interested in them/how
you are a qualified fit for open positions.

Ask for specific information about employers of interest For example, you could ask:

- What is your timeline for hiring and who is the named contract responsible for filling the role?
- What are the top skills/qualifications being sought for this role/by your company?

- Can you look at my resume and offer insight?

- What professional groups or networking events do you recommend I check out?

- Where is the best place for me to find your vacancies?

- I'd like to... [apply/connect with you/follow up with you] — what'’s the best way to do that?
Come up with questions that are relevant to you and happen organically during your conversation.
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You don’t know what you don’t know and that’s OK!

This is especially true as a newcomer - don't discard job fairs even if not directly in your area of interest.
They are primary sources of industry/labour market intelligence - a great way to build connections, get
introductions, and spark ideas.

Employers who attend Job Fairs do that as part of their work. They know how fairs work and can offer
support/guidance if you get stuck on how to navigate the day.

Who else organizers Job Fairs?

¢ Professional industry associations/membership groups relevant to your industry could be a
targeted way to source relevant events and Job Fairs.

e Colleges/Universities hold events, some exclusively for their students, others are open to all.
¢ Settlement agencies and integrated employment service (IES) providers in your area.

Examples of such IES organizations include Work BC, Employment Ontario, and their delivery partners
who host Career Fairs according to their Provincial labour market needs and employer demand. Some
are general fairs across sectors based on geographical location while others are sector specific e.g.
hospitality and tourism, IT. Tap into these options by following settlement agencies and integrated
employment service providers. Providers list job fairs they are involved with alongside a wide range of
online tools. Sometimes, they have a physical location you can visit for in person assistance. Supports
can be made available to newcomers on working holiday visa; others may be open to those with
PR/Citizenship — know before you go who they support to avoid disappointment.

To get you started check out the following employment resources and links to career services portals.

Provider Name Career Services Portal Find a location close to you

Employment Ontario https://www.ontario.ca/page/e  https://eoworks.ca/jobseekers/locations/
mployment-ontario

Work BC https://www.workbc.ca/ https://www.workbc.ca/discover-
employment-services/workbc-centre-
locations

Alberta Works-Alberta https://alis.alberta.ca/tools-and- = https://www.alberta.ca/alberta-
Supports (ALIS) resources/alberta-supports/ supports#jumplinks-0

Ministry of Employment https://www.quebec.ca/en/empl https://www.localisateur.servicesquebec.g
and Social Solidarity oyment ouv.gc.ca/en
(MESS), Quebec

Keep up to date and seek out Job Fairs
Follow employers of interest web/social pages — are they attending upcoming Job Fairs?

For example, if interested in healthcare, check out health authorities such as Vancouver Coastal Health -
https://www.vch.ca/en/careers/connect-us/job-fairs-and-events

Meetup and Eventbrite are great places to search for job fairs, recruitment drives. Job Fair
organizers and exhibitors invest their time, money, and staff so they can be there. They want to attract
motivated attendees and often promote Job Fairs online. You can search by location too!

Good luck and remember the value you bring to conversations with prospective employers!
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